
REFLECTION/DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  
for INDIVIDUALS & FAMILIES 

 What stands out to me in this prayer?  Why? 

 What does my faith have to do with racial justice? 

 How can I follow this example?   

Heavenly Father…  

As Christians, we are called to seek 
justice. To help those who are 
oppressed and hurting. To treat 
everyone with respect and dignity. 
Move us to follow your commands, 
Lord. Let us not merely say that we 
love each other. Help us to work for positive change.  
 

Through Your goodness,  
open our eyes to see the dignity, beauty, and worth of every human 
being; 

open our minds to understand that all your children are brothers and 
sisters in the same human family; 

open our hearts to repent of attitudes, behaviors, or speech which 
demean others because of their race or ethnicity; 

open our ears to hear the cries of those wounded by racial or ethnic 
discrimination, and their passionate appeals for change and acceptance.  

Fill us with courage that we might seek to heal wounds, build bridges, forgive 
and be forgiven, and establish peace and equality for all in our communities.  
Ever present God, you called us to be in relationship with one another and 
promised to dwell wherever two or three are gathered in your name. In our 
community, we are many different people; we come from many different 
places, have many different cultures, speak many different languages. Open our 
hearts that we may be bold, as Catholics, in finding the riches and beauty of 
inclusive fellowship and to be more loving of one another as You have shown 
us. In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 
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IN PRAYER 

For prayer & reflection this 
Black History Month... 



Martin was born in Lima, Peru, on 9 December 1579. He was the 
illegitimate son of  Spanish nobleman Don Juan de Porras y de la 
Peña, and Ana Velázquez, a freed slave of African and Native 
descent. His father abandoned Martin’s family, so his mother 
supported her children by taking in laundry. Martin grew up in 
poverty, and after just two years in primary school, when his 
mother could no longer support him, he was placed with a barber/
surgeon where he learned to cut hair and perform “medical arts”.  
 

Under Peruvian law, descendants of Africans and Native 
Americans were barred from becoming full members of religious 
orders. The only route open to Martin was to ask the Dominicans 
of Holy Rosary Priory in Lima to accept him as a “donado”  
(translated as “donated”), a volunteer who performed menial 
tasks in the monastery in return for the privilege of wearing the 
habit and living with the religious community. During his time 
there, Martin continued to practice his old trades of barbering and 
healing and was said to have performed many miraculous cures. 
He also took on kitchen work, laundry, and cleaning.  
 

After eight years at Holy Rosary, the Prior Juan de Lorenzana decided to turn a blind eye to the law and 
permit Martin to take his vows as a member of the Third Order of Saint Dominic.   Not everyone at Holy 
Rosary accepted the decision of De Lorenzana.  One of the novices called Martin a "mulatto dog", and one of 
the priests mocked him for being illegitimate and descended from slaves.  However, in 1603 when Martin 
was 24, he was allowed to profess religious vows as a Dominican lay brother. When he was 34, he was 
assigned to the infirmary, where he was eventually placed in charge and remained in service until his death 
at the age of 59. He never became a priest.  
 

Martin was known for his care of the sick. He ministered equally to Spanish nobles and to slaves.  One day 
an aged beggar, covered with ulcers and almost naked, stretched out his hand, and Martin took him to his 
own bed.  When one of his brethren reproved him, Martin replied, "Compassion, my dear Brother, is 
preferable to cleanliness."  .  
 

On another occasion Martin found on the street a poor Indian, bleeding to death from a dagger wound, and 
took him to his own room until he could transport him to hospice. The Prior, when he heard of this, 
reprimanded him for disobedience. Martin is said to have replied, "Forgive my error, and please instruct me, 
for I did not know that the precept of obedience took precedence over that of charity." The prior gave him 
liberty thereafter to follow his inspirations in the exercise of mercy. 
 

After his death, a great many miracles and graces were attributed to Martin.  His body was exhumed 25 
years after burial, and was supposedly found intact, exuding a fine fragrance. 
 

He was beatified by Pope Gregory XVI on Nov 29th, 1837.  Nearly 125 year later in 1962, he was canonized in 
Rome by Pope John XXIII.  He is the patron saint of people of mixed race, innkeepers, barbers, public health 
workers, and racial and social justice. 
 
 

St. Martin, patron of the racially and socially marginalized and of public health, 
we pray for your intercession to our God and Father that we may be united as brothers and 

sisters in Christ during this time when division seems to undermine our call to love one 
another the way the Father has loved us.  Bring your healing miracles upon this earth to rid 

us of the pandemic, so we can safely return to full communion and fellowship, free of 
anxiety and fear. In you name, Lord Jesus, we pray. Amen. 

       SAINT MARTIN DE PORRES 

Depicted here with a crucifix, a 
broom, a cat, a dog and a mouse to 
show that we can all live in harmony 
with the love of God; in unity and 
humble service to others.  

Celebrating Black History Month, we elevate the life & miracles of ... 
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